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Social control and 

legislation issues 

split audience at 
Counterpoint 


BY STUART STAAL 


The hosted 


another 


Business department 

Counterpoint session on 
Monday, this time on the controversial 
‘The Market and the Poor.” 
the 


Epp from the 


topic of 


Dr. Boersema from Business 


department, and Dr 


Sociology department, _ presented 
opposing views: one in support of free 
market, the other in favor of increased 
governmental regulation (respectively). 
Since the presentations were relatively 
short, just a few issues were highlighted: 
rent controls, minimum wage laws and 
to what extent the government has the 
responsibility to provide a safety net 


Dr. Boersema, as a_ free-market 
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Capitalist, decided not to give handouts 
since he return on 
He argued against 
increasing minimum wage, and in 
fact seemed in favor of a decrease. 
His argument was that by increasing 
the minimum employers 
would streamline and reduce job 
opportunities. The overall effect would 
be good for those who can actually 
find work, but those left out on the 
street certainly would not share in this 
wealth. On the topic of rent controls, 
Dr. Boersema argued that freezing rents 
at artificially low rates would prompt 


would receive 


his investment. 


wage, 


investors to yank all their money out 
of rental units, and those owners who 
would not sell their rental units would 
no longer feel obligated to be decent 
landlords because a) it’s not financially 
beneficial and b) there would be lineups 
outside if the present tenants don’t like 
the treatment. Government housing 
projects also seem to inevitably fail, 
he argued, as they quickly deteriorate 
because no one takes responsibility for 


CHRISTY PATERSON 


Professors John Boersema and Timothy Epp argued opposite sides of 
social issues such as rent control, minimum wage laws, and government 


safety nets. 


Debate 
Poverty and the Free Market 


upkeep. What happens is that 
housing is guaranteed to be 
cheap, if you can find itand put 
up with the squalid conditions. 
Overall, Dr. Boersema’s 
arguments make go@d sense, 
from the perspectiV@ of an 
economist. He admitted some 
concerns of the free-market, that 
we should allow the free-market 
to take care of itself, but within 
limits. He did not dispute that 
there should be some type of 
social net available. However, 
what form that should take was 
not entirely clear. Thus, Dr. 
Boersema’s argument Was strong 
for what should not be done, but 
perhaps a little weak on the 
side of what positive changes 
should be made. Thé poor and 
the hungry are not likely to be 
interested in waiting until the 


markets correct themselves. 
The extent to which the government 
can interfere beme@ficially without 


being parasitical onthe free-market is 
certainly up foi debate. 

Dr. Epp’s presemtation was very 
distrustful of jhe free-market; he made 
much of the str.*jganadian economy 
and the so-catle& budget surpluses. He 
contended that our government has 
surplus dollars it is withholding from 
the poor, wid@éning the gap between 
the rich and the poor. The market is a 
fallible human institution that can cause 
inequality, Dr. Epp insisted. He also 
argued that poyerty cannot be reduced 
to dollars, but igsues like public health 
and civic parti¢ipation need to be 
taken into accotint. The government 
needs to foster a healthy economy, but 
also needs to alléviate poverty in both 
the short and long terms. Dr. Epp 
argued for revamped social assistance, 


which would provide more money, 
earlier eligibility and better support in 
areas like childcare. Minimum wages 
should be changed into a “living wage” 
because the minimum 
Dr. Epp also argued that supported 
housing, is responsible spending and 
that construction subsidies may be part 


Is insufficient 


of a viable solution. He also called for 
supporting local groups like Thresh and 
Citizens for Public Justice (CPJ). 
Having 
“Productive Christians in an Age of 
Guilt Manipulators,” 1 would like to 
take a counterpoint of my own. Top- 
down economics often has the stated 
goal of helping the poor, but too often it 


just read and enjoyed 


has the opposite effect. We need middle 
class to avoid a_historically-proven 
degeneration into tyranny, and this can 
only happen with increasing economic 
freedoms. 


Words of Wisdom in Payton’s “Last” Lecture 


From Baptist to 
Reformed, admin to 
prof, Dr. Payton tells 

his story 


BY JOSH BAXTER 


The stormy weather on November 
12" didn’t slow the sixty students 
who made their way into the Rex 
Centre for Professor Payton’s edition 
of the Last Lecture series. In fact, the 


hard rain and lightning probably 


made them run that much faster 
Seating was snug, but with the 
relaxed atmosphere 
and the storm as a 


backdrop, the stage was 


“Don’t follow where 


and gave a history of how Dr. 
Payton became interested in history 
and, more specifically, in Eastern 
He 
telling his story of a Baptist Bible- 
from the Midwest being 
transformed into a Reformed 
teacher of Orthodoxy. Through his 


European history. began by 


belter 


education, he became familiar with 
church history and was exposed 
to the Faith. He 
fascinated by a worldview stating 
that 

God's 


Reformed was 


nothing was untouched by 
This only furthered 
his interest in church history from 
Payton 


would go on to study the intellectual 


hand. 


a historian’s perspective. 
history of the Reformation and, later 
in his life, pastor a church for eight 
years. 
Professor Payton 


first joined Redeemer 


set for an interesting the path may lead; as a member of the 
evening instead, go where administration. 

For over a year the ‘ However, the school 
series has been put on there IS NO path and soon found that 


hold, probably due to 
the nature of the event, 


leave a trail.” his 


strengths lay 
elsewhere So his 


as it forces professors 
to ask, “Why I am being asked 


” 


to give a last lecture?” Professor 
Payton alluded to this, saying that 
he had been approached by others 
concerning his retirement or possible 
terminal illness. Of course this is not 
the case, and Redeemer will continue 
to benefit from his knowledge and 
wisdom for years to come. 

The title of the 


“Looking Back, Looking Forward,” 


lecture was 


career as a professor 
of history began, Early in his teaching 
career he became interested in Eastern 
European history and soon proposed 
some new courses for Redeemer 
students. This is also how he became 
interested in Eastern Orthodoxy, 
particularly in the Byzantine Empire. 
Today, the history program includes an 
extensive overview of Eastern Europe 
that reaches far beyond most other 


Canadian universities. 


Professor Payton delivering his “last” lecture, November 12. 


So what's in the future for this 
Redeemer prof? He would like to 
continue to teach history, and he says 


he will never stop learning, He even 


JOHN WHANG 


mentioned some new history courses 
that will be offered in a couple of years, 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 


An Advent 
Reflection 
Page 5 


Saturday night's Christmas Semi-Formal lured only a small 
crowd, but those who chose the dance over the hockey game had a great time. 


Too often, we wealthier individuals 
have been too ready to be dragged on 
guilt trips about the exploited poor. 
While this is sometimes the case, 
often these claims are totally without 
base. Instead of being led to action 
because of our guilty consciences and 
foising our OWn responsibility onte the 
government, we should help our fellow 
man out of love. I want to see less 
forced government social and economic 
engineering and more voluntary acts of 
Christian love. That is the solution to 
poverty. 


Intimacy 
Explored at 
Student Life 

Seminar 


Couples, audience 
discuss Christian 
intimacy in a fallen 
world 


BY AMYANN FAUL 


“Sexuality is designed to be an 
expression of love, not love itself. As 
such, it is meant to follow the process 
of knowing, and then loving, another 
person at deep levels of heart, mind, 
and soul.” ~Bill Hybels, Tender Love 

The second session of Student 
Life’s four-part “How Good Does It 
Get?” dating and relationship series 
took place on November 10. The 
audience and atmosphere was quite 
different from the first in the series: 
chairs in rows filled the Executive 
dining room instead of the group- 
table oriented set-up of the first 
session; it felt like the audience was 
attending a lecture rather than the 
group “workshop” we previously 
enjoyed. Fred Schat, our Dean of 
Students, opened the evening with 
scripture readings (emphasizing the 
picture of love portrayed in the Song 
of Solomon) and then introduced 
the and questions that 
would lead the next two hours of 
discussion. Encouraging a relaxed, 


issues 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 


Redeemer Concert Choir » Charpentier’s Christmas Mass, and Carols for Choir, Audience & Orchestra 


Friday, December 5 * 8pm * Redeemer University College Auditorium 


Page 2 


ROWN 


T 


December 3, 2003 


COMMENTARY 


Letters to the Editor 


Editorial 


BY DAN POSTMA 


A couple of weeks ago, Student 
Senate came very close to setting a 
dangerous precedent in the misuse 
of student money. On top of a 22% 
increase in student fees already 
implemented in October, the 
November 18 meeting was featured 
a lively debate by current and former 
senators as the student government 
pondered an additional increase of 
nearly 9%. Senate was split down the 
middle on the topic, and only because 
the tie-breaking vote of President 
Josh Baxter was against the motion 
did Senate avoid jumping into what 
I consider over-zealous spending 
habits. 

Senate grappled with an age-old 
“taxation” question: take in lots of 
money and spend it in ways the 
government deems proper, or leave 
money in the hands of the people, 
and let them decide how best to 
spend it. Both sides had support in 
the Redeemer boardroom, producing 
a visible split even in the executive. 

It is only natural that activities- 
oriented Senators, such as_ the 
Spiritual and Services (SAS) and 
Activities Chairs, and the various 
non-executive Senators under them, 
argued strongly for the additional 
increase. As Activities chair Sam 
Frisk explained, “More money means 
being able to do more:” more, better 
and cheaper activities for students. 
Admission fees for Senate events 
could go down, which would likely 
invite greater participation. They 
also argued, because of changes in 
Redeemer’s food budgets, that Senate 
budgets would need all they buffer 
they could get. 

On the other side, a combination 
of current and former senators 
disputed the necessity of an even 
greater increase. Three generations 
of Senate treasurers argued that the 
tightened food budgets had already 
been compensated by the initial $20 
fee increase, and a further increase 
would be simply padding Senate 
budgets unnecessarily. 

The debate came down to 
philosophical differences, as does this 
editorial. Had Senate voted to increase 
fees, | believe there would have been 
great incongruity between growth at 
Redeemer and growth in the Senate. 
Events would have become more 
lavish and perhaps more frequent 
than necessary, clubs would have 
been given too much money to spend 
and, in the end, efforts throughout the 
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Redeemer community to encourage 
greater Christian stewardship of 
resources would have been dealt a 
slap in the face by Student Senate. 

Sure, there is a lot to be said for 
giving Senate room to grow. They 
should have the freedom and the 
funds to improve their events and to 
offer greater support for Redeemer’s 
clubs, I’ve always argued that students 
should be deeply involved in clubs 
and other extra-curricular activities 
at Redeemer, as they are critical 
components of personal growth in 
leadership and experience. Senate is 
mandated to supply necessary funds 
to existing or new clubs that they 
believe are valuable to students. 

But a line must be drawn: on 
one side is intelligent, stewardly 
use of money and other resources 
for the comprehensive benefit of all 
students, and on the other side is 
overspending — devoting more money 
than necessary to events and clubs, 
breaking down the idea of frugality. 
I think Senate, with some difficulty, 
made the right decision. The $20 
increase was justified and required 
to halt deficit budgets and prepare 
for growing spending requirements, 
particularly related to food; the $8 
increase, however, was over and 
above what is required to run an 
efficient Senate. 

Some of the more controversial 
costs suggested as justification for the 
increase included a Senate barbecue 
at a price tag of $6500 (compared to a 
total combined clubs budget of $9000), 
as well as increased Senatorial salaries 
and positions. As vice-president Rob 
Joustra explained at the meeting, even 
if students are willing to foot the bill 
for a BBQ that costs over 70% of the 
entire clubs budget combined, “they 
may not be so willing to swallow 
increased salaries and more jobs. 
Also, we are not the only organization 
trying to keep dollars down; every 
dollar we add to student fees comes 
out of other budgets.” 

This point was echoed by treasurer 
Rich Oosterhoff, who pointed out that 
the Activities and SAS committees 
“should not race ahead of clubs, but 
should grow alongside.” Fortunately, 
this advice was heeded by enough 
Senators to keep close reins on their 
own budgets. 

Next year’s Senate will examine 
the fees again, but if they follow 
the lead of the current government, 
they will maintain a policy of fiscal 
stewardship, and will work hard 
to streamline their budgets and 
activities. And here’s hoping students 
will not allow Senate to spend $6500 
on a simple barbecue next fall. «? 
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A “GODLY STYLE” FOR 
WORSHIP? 


Dear Editor, 

First of all, Professor's Cuthill’s 
critique (Nov. 12 Crown) deals with 
style of worship, while I was dealing 
with the of worship. Therefore, 
his criticism had very little relevance 
to my last article (Oct. 29 Crown). 
However, after reading his thoughts 
ona “godly style” for worship, I could 
not help noticing a distinctly non- 


reformed chord running throughout. 
We live in a world entrenched with 
a dualistic dil a. We are constantly 


presented with a choice of whether 
imagination or intellectualism, faith 

motion or thought, should 
ce. Unfortunately, 
we find the er of each set to 
be inferior to the latter. Aquinas is 
partly responsible for this rift, as are 
countless others. The effects of such 
thinking are far-reaching, permeating 
the educational world, atheistic 
governments and politics, and a 
skeptical Christian outlook. 

I am strongly opposed to these 
distinctions, but they can only go 
so far. A faith in reason is necessary 
for one who claims to trust only 
rationality, but blind faith without 
a rational foundation of what one 
believes is equally absurd and 
contradictory. The reason these 
dualities are created, however, is not 
because they are subject to individual 
interpretation. They exist because 
they are subject to objective standards. 
The objective doy I want to deal 


with can be found only in the Word. 

Does God desire a_ heart-felt, 
Same | understanding 
of Himself to translated into 


¢ 


Dear Editor, A 

To leaders in and of Canada: Are 
we still sticking our heads in the sand? 
Why are we so happy about in the CA- 
PC merger? They are just as secularist 


ey don't call upon 
e; they seem to 


in our dealings, how can we expect a 
blessing upon our labour? 

With all that we have done in 
our own strength to fight perverse 
society to this point, it seems like we 
aren't heading onfiihere I believe it 
is time for an in-depth analysis of the 
way in which ve ae heading. What 
should be our next move? There are 
many lobby groups, contacts with the 
government, impact committees —all 
come to no avail. While we might 
think that we achieve some successes, 
perverse society is recording many 
more successes. The government 
and the courts continue in their set, 
morally perverse way, no matter who 
and how many stand opposed to it. 

A Christian ot tage Party (CHP) 
communiqué (Vol, 10 No. 37) asked, 
“Why doesn’t answer our 
prayers for Canada?” Where do we 
go from here? How do we find the 
path out of this moral swamp? Ron 
Gray, leader of the CHP, provides 
an answer in last paragraph of 
the communiqué; by repentance, 
By renewing our determination to 
follow God’s ways, both individually 
and collectively. It can start at the 
top, with our leaders. Or, the rest of 
us Canadians can choose to humble 
ourselves, pray, seek God’s face, and 


a perfected (almost scientifically 
calculated) mode of worship that 
should be the template for all 
humanity? Or does God prefer a high 
energy, equally heart-felt worship 
steeped in popular culture? No 
one knows God’s exact standard— 
perhaps it is found in an integration 
of the two, like my earlier example of 
faith and reason. The best we can do 
is to discuss it in relation to what the 
Word does say. 

What do we know, then? Can 
there be, as Professor Cuthill said, 
“no godly ‘style’ of worship, just as 
there is no godly style for painting, 
hair styling, ice cream choosing?” 
Christian artwork is not automatically 
good simply because it is produced 
by Christians, just as worship is 
not automatically good because 
Christians engage in it. Worship is 
subject to an objective standard, as are 
art and culture. This standard cannot 
be scientifically defined, but it lies in 
another sort of dualism, which cannot 
be integrated at all. 

The dualism involves absolutes or 
universals. They make the conflicts 
in a man’s mind, between passions 
and thoughts, relatively trivial as 
they infiltrate all areas of life. These 
are respectively good and evil. God 
is entirely good. Satan is evil, and I 
understand him to be beyond hope of 
restoration, making him entirely evil. 
Everything from physical nature, 
human thought, and animalistic 
passion have been affected by these 
two forces thrusting in opposing 
directions. We can never overestimate 
the power of God's virtue, but all too 
often we underestimate the power of 
Satan’s vice. 

Now, God loves good and hates 


turn from our wicked ways...and then 
He'll heal our land. 

Isaiah warned, “According to 
their deeds, so’ He will repay wrath 
to His adversaries...so they will fear 
the name of the Lord from the west, 
and His glory from the rising of the 
sun.” But it’s going to take more than 
prayer. God also wants to see deeds 
that demonstrate repentance, since 
“faith without works is dead.” We’ve 
got to clean up our act, Canada. 

In my own analysis, I’ve observed 
many good efforts to convert secular 
society to Biblical moral standards. 
However, they did not challenge the 
Church with warnings of repentance. 
We should certainly change our way 
of reaching out to save Canada as 
a country. Moreover, we should 
reassess our method of reaching out 
to those that are not yet a part of 
Christ’s Church, Can God bless us if 
we, His Church, keep ignoring Him in 
so many ways? 

I believe that we must start with the 
Church, calling it back to full reliance 
on Christ. We need to acknowledge 
His sovereign rule for all areas of life, 
proclaiming the authority He holds 
in heaven and on earth, instead of 
relying on secular society as if it is 
more authoritative than the Bible. 

I am calling for another 
Reformation: 

1. This should begin in the 
seminaries, by instructing seminarians 
on how to activate a congregation for 
evangelistic outreach that includes 
our cultural mandate. Christian life 
isn’t only a calling for salvation, Christ 
is our Saviour, but also our Priest and 
King. 

2. All Christian schools and 
universities should also be involved. 
Today, they teach a life-view that is 
more suited to an economically-rich 
life than to a life in which Christ is 
central to all of our doings. This would 


evil. This goodness that God loves 
must be reflected in our lives. “By 
your fruits you shall know them,” 
and “Faith without works is dead” 
are two well-known passages that 
reveal God's desire for us to live in 
accordance to His law. This godly 
lifestyle is demanded of the rich, the 
poor, the educated, and the ignorant. 

What do we know we know then? If 
there is “no godly style of worship,” as 
Professor Cuthill says, then there can 
also be no ungodly style of worship. 
There can also be no ungodly style of 
life. What if I choose to worship God 
by crucifying my dog? What if I prefer 
cocaine-flavored ice cream? What 
if both of these became pop-culture 
norms? If I say that these are ungodly 
choices, am I then taking away from 
Christ's unmitigated claim over the 
totality of life? No, I am not, because 
God is in total control of our lives, 
rather than men who dictate culture. 

What am I getting at? Christ 
has set us free from the bondage 
of ungodliness with His love and 
with His law. An overemphasis on 
love gives us a license for anything 
we want to do (easily allowing our 
sinful nature to take the reins), while 
an overemphasis on law produces 
pharisaical stagnancy in the church 
(in another form, sin has again gained 
control). Warily we engage culture 
with this freedom. The door is open 
for an abundance of Christian culture, 
instead of pop culture. This is good 
worship. This is godly worship. For 
what would worship be to our God if 
it were anything but godly? Perhaps 
nothing. 


- Doug Sikkema 


involve living a holy life throughout 
the week, not only on Sundays. 

3. Approach all Christian business 
associations to acknowledge Christ, 
and their members to live exemplary 
Christian lives. This lifestyle should 
be reflected in the way they deal with 
their employees, what labour union 
they have a contract with, and the 
political party they support. 

The most effective way to influence 
our country, however, is to convince 
all Christian MPs to join one Christian 
political party, such as the one that is 
already in existence, the CHP. Think 
about it: how can a sincere Christian 
politician be a member of a secular 
party where Christ is ignored, and 
still expect Canada to be blessed? 
How can they remain a part of a 
political party that ignores Christ's 
authority in their party constitution 
and the Canadian constitution? 

How is the Sunday being kept? 
“Observe the Sabbath day, to 
keep it holy, as the Lord your God 
commanded you (Deuteronomy 5: 
12). “It is a Sabbath of solemn rest to 
you, and you shall afflict yourselves; 
it is a statute forever” (Leviticus 16: 
31). We all know many Christians 
that work on Sundays in non-essential 
work. Just recently, in the USA, a 
Christian bookstore opened their door 
for Sunday shopping, with a pious 
excuse! 

This is my humble opinion, 
not exhaustive in content, nor 
professionally put together. It is a 
warning that the Church as well as 
our political parties are on the wrong 
track. Attendance at churches is 
rapidly declining, while the numbers 
of those attending places of pleasure 
are continually increasing. We are in 
dire need of another reformation. 


- Peter Hoogendam (“Hogie"), 
former Redeemer employee 


ee  —————— 


STUDENT ATTENDANCE AT 
CONCERTS DISCOURAGING 


Dear Editor, 

I had the pleasure of taking some 
time to check out the Martha’s 
Trouble concert in the Rec Centre 
on November 8. The atmosphere 
was cozy and fun, the couple was 
relaxed and comfortable with the 
audience. Throughout the two hours, 
they shared a little about themselves 
and played a selection of their songs 
for the audience. They showed great 
talent as they brought together 
guitar, percussion and her unique 
voice. Some of the songs sounded 


alike, but in general they were very 
entertaining and kept the crowd 
wanting to hear more. 

Unfortunately, it was discouraging 
to look around and see that this 
crowd was made up of a measly 12 
Redeemer students. Yes, I realize that 
people go home, there are papers to 
write, tests to study for, and little 
money to be spent, but — let's be 
honest — did you really not have two 
hours to enjoy some local talent? (Did 
I mention it was only three dollars?) 

The Student Life department 
works really hard to provide a variety 
of quality concerts for Redeemer 
students to enjoy; however, only 
a few students have the courtesy 


to attend. If no one comes to enjoy 
these concerts, there aren't going 
to be many more. I simply want to 
encourage you to get out and enjoy 
the high quality events being offered 
at a very low price. So, the next time 
you're desperately procrastinating 
and playing your 57th game of spider 
solitaire, and that little voice in the 
back of your mind reminds you that 
there is a concert in the Rec Centre, 
listen to that little voice. Enjoy a 
concert, support your university, and 
procrastinate at the same time...it 
couldn’t hurt. 


- Coryn Stehouwer 
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SIX-DAY CREATION AND A 
YOUNG EARTH 


Dear Editor, 

The following is a response to 
statements made by Mr. Ian Cubitt 
in his article “Young Earth Seminar 
Suffers From Narrow Focus” (Nov. 
12 Crown). Mr. Cubitt made the claim 
that God could have developed the 
earth 100 million years, and 
that this does not detract from His 
omnipotence. I disagree. 

| am unequivocally a proponent 
of the six-day theory. My faith is 
the essential ingredient in this belief; 
nevertheless, I realize that hard 
scientific facts must sometimes be 
employed to convince others that 
God did create the world in six days. 

Firstly, the word “days” cannot 
be interpreted as “years” or “ages.” 
“The Hebrew word [for days] (yamim) 
is used more than 700 times in the 
Old Testament and always, without 
exception, means literal solar ‘days’ 
and nothing else, as anyone can 
verify by consulting an exhaustive 
concordance of Old Testament word 


ove! 


usage,” says Henry M. Morris, author 
of The Bible Has The Answers. Morris 
goes on to argue that the Hebrew 
word for day (yom) “is never used 
to mean a definite period of time, in 
a succession of similar periods (that 
is, ‘the first day’, ‘the second day’, 
etc.) or with definite terminal points 
(that is, as noted by ‘evening and 
morning’, etc.) unless that period is a 
literal solar day.” 

Thirdly, God Himself used the 
word “yamim” when He wrote the 
Ten Commandments. “For in six 
days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that in them is” 
(Ex. 20:11, King James), That seems 
fairly conclusive. 

Mr. Ian Cubitt also raised the 
question in his article, “How are 
we supposed to deal with satellite 
information that shows evidence, 
based on stars and galaxies, that 
the world is millions of years old?” 
I would like to inquire about the 
source(s) he received this information 
from, as it is my understanding that 
our solar system provides evidence of 
a young earth. 


ba 


Consider, for example, the planets 
Uranus and Neptune. According to 
evolutionists, these planets should 
not exist. The Voyager II spacecraft 
took pictures and measurements of 
Neptune as it passed by in August of 
1989, destroying, the beliefs then held 
by evolutionary scientists. “They 
had assumed Neptune would be a 
cold, inactive place, but it is not” 
(Creation magazine, Vol. 25 No. 1, 
December 2002-February 2003, pg. 
22). The planet has storms which 
come and go, showing that Neptune 
is in a state of constant change. 
And instead of being cold, Neptune 
“actually generates heat...{which] 
fits the Creation model very well, as 
a young Neptune could easily still be 
cooling off a few thousand years after 
its creation... Overall, with its raging 
winds, dynamic atmosphere, and 
heat generation, Neptune appears 
quite young” (Ibid). 

Furthermore, scientists —_ then 
discovered that Uranus and Neptune 
each have a magnetic field that is tilted 
relative to its spin axis and offset from 
its center, both of which contradict 


the “evolutionary ‘dynamo’ model of 
planetary magnetism” (Ibid, pg. 23). 
The formation of these planets was 
the most difficult problem to explain. 
Evolutionary scientists believe that 
the solar system was formed from 
an immense cloud of dust and 
gas. Over millions of years, this 
dust supposedly clustered together 
to form rocks, which clustered to 
form larger rocks, and so on until 
“planetesimals” (enormous rocks) 
grouped together to form the planets. 
A nice little theory, but it can’t explain 
how Uranus and Neptune could 
reach their present sizes, given their 
distances from the sun. “Bodies 
orbited so slowly in the outer parts of 
the sun’s protoplanetary disk that the 
slow process of gravitational accretion 
would need more time than the age of 
the solar system to form bodies with 
14.5 and 17.1 times the mass of Earth” 
(R.N., Birth of Uranus and Neptune, 
“Astronomy” 28 (4): 30, 2000). Thus 
this theory cannot demonstrate how 
these planets could have formed, even 
supposing that the solar system is 4.5 
billion years old. When the timescale 


of planetary growth for Neptune 
was calculated, scientists realized 
that, according to their theory, it 
would take 10,000,000,000 years for 
a planet that distance from the sun 
to reach that size. This number is 
“twice the alleged evolutionary age 
of the solar system” (Dormand, J.R. 
and Woolfson, M.M., “The Origin of 
the solar system: the capture theory,” 
Ellis Horwood Ltd, W. Sussex). 

Dr. Russell Humphreys, a 
Creationist astrophysicist, was not 
surprised at certain characteristics of 
Neptune and Uranus, including the 
magnetic fields. He had predicted 
these before Voyager made its journey, 
by assuming “,..That the planets 
began as masses of water (Gen. 1:2, 2 
Pet. 3:5), and that Creation occurred 
roughly 6,000 years ago” (Creation 
magazine, Vol. 25 No. 1, December 
2002-February 2003, pg. 23). 

I look forward to Mr. 
response with interest. 


Cubitt’s 


Nancy van Arragon, 
Redeemer Alumnus 


heonomy a Requisite for Christian Justice 


Secular, 
autonomous 
government 

ignorant of God’s 
eternal standard 


BY STUART STAAL 


Today we live in a world filled 
with moral and ethical confusion. 
The latest issue of The Crown dealt 
with the furor over the ordaining of a 
homosexual minister in the Anglican 
Church. The question raised here is 
asked frequently these days: does a 
standard exist by which we can make 
moral and ethical decisions? 

In answering the question, 
it is useful to answer the wider 
philosophical questionoftheChristian 
basis for any knowledge. Cornelius 


If you keep 


looking bac 


look 
forma rd 


Van Til, working within the broader 
Reformed tradition of Calvin, 
Kuyper and other great defenders 
of the faith, postulates that the only 
way to avoid a dualism in our life 
and faith is to base all knowledge 
on Scriptural revelation. To 
know anything, one must know 
everything. The significance of any 
fact must be taken in the context of 
all other facts. 

Reason cannot be a_ distinct 
branch of knowledge apart from 
Scriptural revelation. It is dependent 
on Scriptures, It is only through 
God, who knows everything, and 
through his Word that we can know 
anything. Thus, a non-believer does 
not know that grass is green. That is 
not to say that he does not perceive 
the specific wavelength of light as 
it hits his eye. Rather, it means that 
the phenomenon is meaningless to 
him. Under his apostate framework, 
he can make no sense of it. It is only 
through Scriptural revelation that 


you can’t 


Gospel Missionary Union 
Announces New Name 
and Focus 


opening up around the world. 


Avant Ministries 
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Gospel Missionary Union, the 112-year-old 
missionary-sending agency, has announced the 
renaming of the organization as part of a 
multi-year revitalization campaign. The new 
name, Avant Ministries, reflects the 
organization's forward-thinking approach to 
church planting, while allowing it freedom to 
operate in sensitive world settings. Avant 
Ministries is focusing its work on short-cycle 
church planting, reducing the time it takes to 
develop new churches for unreached peoples. 


Opportunities for new missionary teams are 
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any meaning in life can be found. 
Along the same lines, it is only 
through Scriptural revelation that 
any basis for law and morality 
can be found. Among Christian 
circles, the idea of natural law, that 
Creation itself yields a standard for 
justice and truth, is common. The 
question that arises, however, is how 
we are to derive our standards from 
it. Through the use of autonomous 
reason? Those who practice this 
idea of natural law are guilty of 
scholasticism. They are dividing the 
world up into a realm of nature and 
grace once more. The assumption is 
that the realm of nature is accessible 
to autonomous human reason and is 
a distinct branch of knowledge, apart 
from revelation. Calvin emphatically 
rejected this view, stating that 
God has all of Creation under his 
dominion and that there is only one 
source of true knowledge. The only 
way man can make any sense of the 
general revelation of Creation is 
i with the specific 


revelation of 
Scriptures. Often 
Christians have 
approached 
Creation with 
just their own 
rationality, and 
the systems 


of justice they postulate have no 
credibility or authority. People 
cannot even agree on how to 
interpret the Constitution, much less 
the entirety of Creation. 

We therefore must go back to 
Scriptures and apply the eternal 
standard in society. More specifically, 
we must apply the Old Testament 
standards in law and equity. This 
is not to say that a Christian 
State should line up incarcerated 
individuals before a firing squad. 
This application of justice would 
apply only to crimes that are 
committed after the institution of 
the new standard. This is also not a 
call for revolution, rather it is a call 
for Christians to hold the State to the 
higher authority of Biblical law. We 
must operate and influence within 
the current State system to bring 
about radical change in justice and 
equity. 

Some would object that such 
standards are archaic and barbaric. 
But ask this question instead: what 
is more barbaric, the execution of the 
guilty or of the innocent? We live 
in a culture of death, where parents 
have the right to slaughter their 
babies, pedophiles run loose, and 
murderers get community-service 
sentences. In our nation today, we 
have a system that no longer has any 


semblance to justice on the basis of 
Scriptural authority. We cannot on 
one hand reject the Satanic humanist 
culture which has been bestowed 
upon us and on the other hand reject 
Old Testament law on the authority 
of humanistic principles. There 
are two paths, State led by God or 
by Satan—theonomy or autonomy. 
This is not a call for an ecclesiocracy 
(State run by the Church), but rather 
for a theocracy (State led by God). 
The State does not hold the sword in 
vain. God has vested in it the power 
to apply his standard of justice upon 
the people. 

The 
University College is to educate 
its students with regard to the 
relevance of God in all disciplines 
and areas of life. We are taught 
that in every enterprise there is a 
fundamental Christian view, and we 
must work to the glory of God and 
the advancement of his kingdom. 
Why is there a near total lapse in 
this philosophy when it comes to the 
juridical field? 

I emphatically denounce the 
autonomy of man, as well as his 
standards of judgment and natural 
law. I embrace the comfort of God’s 
provision of an eternal standard for 
justice and equity. How could there 
be any other standard? « ” 
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Gatward Colloquium Highlights Agricultural Ministry 


Seminar adds 
to growing 
emphasis on 
environmentalism at 
Redeemer 


BY RACHEL VAN GEEST 


moment Gordon 


first 


The Gatward 
uttered his the 
boardroom at last Tuesday's faculty 
colloquium, he captured the attention 
of all 
continue to hold it for the next hour. 
Driven by an incredible passion for 
the environment, Gatward eloquently 
shared his wisdom and experience as 
an agricultural chaplain 

After being formally introduced, 
the Methodist minister spoke about 
his work Arthur 
Rank Centre Office, 
which works in partnership with 
the Society in 
England on a wealth of 
experience that comes from working 


word in 


those present, and would 


as director of the 
Authoring 
Royal Agricultural 
Drawing 


in church and agricultural ministries, 
clearly: 
God is in every part of his creation, 


he expressed his message 


Gatward 
out from 


and calls us to be likewise 
is committed to reaching 


the church to the community, 
to encourage responsible — earth- 
keeping in both rural and urban 


communities. 

Two Bible passages encompass the 
mission of the Authoring centre. John 
1:14 reads, “The word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us.” 
Just as Christ came in human flesh 
to spread the good news through all 
of creation, the organization seeks 
to model Christ's ministry in every 
area of his world. Similarly in John 
13, Jesus played the role of a servant 
and washed the feet of his disciples. 
In the same way, the organization 
understands its calling to act as 
servants of Christ, spreading the 
message of love around God’s earth. 

Using the analogy of a three-legged 
Gatward articulated the three 
core values of the organization— 
stewardship, stockmanship, and 
sustainability. Tthe organization 
strives to fulfill our responsibility to 
God as stewards of his earth through 
prophetic ministry, pastoral care, 
and prayer and evangelism to both 
the rural community and the church 
body. Regarding stockmanship, 
Gatward spoke of the organization’s 
work in forming a support base built 
on pastoral initiatives for agricultural 
workers, By addressing agricultural 


stool, 


concerns such as_ trade and 
marketing, technology, government 
policy, and animal welfare, the 


centre takes a ministry approach 
to stewardship, aiming to act in 
every way as “good shepherds” to 
lead the way to good stewardship. 


Gordon Gatward shares the three core values of his 


CHRISTY PATERSON 


organization: stewardship, stockmanship, and sustainability. 


Finally, for sustainability, the 
organization reaches to all areas of 
creation while acknowledging the 
inter-connectedness of God’s created 
order. All of creation participates in 
the cycle of life, death and rebirth. By 
recognizing the “spirituality of the 
soil” we must, he says, recognize both 
our dependence on creation, and our 
work in sustaining its created order. 
Gatward went on to share some 
of the organization’s initiatives in 


applying these mission statements. 
Whether holding courses in 
environmental technology, founding 
the John Rae initiative to relate 
science and theology, or encouraging 
youth work in the countryside, 
the organization seeks to establish 
bonds between the church and the 
community at large. The Arthur 
Rank Centre was also very influential 
in offering support to farmers 
through during the devastating foot 


and mouth crisis some years back in 
the U.K. 

Gatward also’ offered some 
Suggestions on what churches can 
do to be more environmentally 
friendly, including applying low- 
energy home recycling principles to 
church buildings, and implementing 
environmental outreach projects. He 
also offered practical advice relating 
to his work in raising agricultural 
awareness, with what he describes 
as “social farming.” This is all part 
of an effort to “get the consumer 
back on the farm;” in other words, to 
stimulate interest and understanding 
of farming practices among city- 
dwellers. Although this effort 
brings some challenges, Gatward 
and the organization have applied 
the philosophy that “the best way to 
treat a violent man is to ask him to 
collect eggs.” 

Hearing Gatward’s words about his 
work in agricultural ministry was a 
reminder that God does indeed work 
through every part of his creation, 
maintaining it and preparing for the 
day when “the creation itself will 
be liberated from its bondage to 
decay and brought into the glorious 
freedom of the children of God” 
(Romans 8:21). As creatures weaved 
into his created order, we have the 
choice whether or not to participate 
with God in the work of renewing of 
his creation. It is all up tous. © ” 


PHOTO NEWS IN BRIEF 


Over 150 enthusiastic square 


dancers learned the ropes at the Nov. 14 Harvest 
Hoe-Down, led by professional caller Harry 
VanderGiessen. Students also enjoyed a variety of 
side competitions, including straw-bale tossing (won 
by Nathan Sarloos and Kimber Ebels), hog-tying Dave 
Vlasblom (accomplished by Asher Dreise in just 10 


JOHN WHANG 


seconds) and cider chugging (Joel Bydevaate downed 
a litre in 22 seconds). The successful event was staged 


by the Senate Activities committee. 


Redeemer’ annual Business Open 


House, held on November 20, was a chance for the 
university to thank area businesses for hosting co- 
op students, offering scholarships, and supporting 
the institution in many other ways. Business leaders 
enjoyed fine food, award presentations, and the 
sounds of the Redeemer Concert Choir. Redeemer is 


JAMIE KARLSEN 


glad to host the event, which is an opportunity to both 
express gratitude and give these community leaders 


exposure to our campus and students. 


The local musical duo of Jen & j 
Rob Slocumb, better known as Martha’s Trouble, 
brought their folk/rock music to the Redeemer Rec 
Centre on November 8. Their Natalie Merchant-like 
sounds drew only a small crowd, but the students and 
community members who attended were enthusiastic 
and appreciative. 


A carnival took over Redeemer 
foyer on November 14, as students were treated to a 
variety of unique attractions designed to raise money 
for the City Kidz charity organization. Balloon- 
o-grams, cotton candy, haircuts, caricatures, and a 
professor baby picture competition, highlighted the 
all-day event, which raised over $1200 for City Kidz. 


NN PAMPLIN 
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Intimacy: Moving From 
Selfishness to Selflessness 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


open, and honest atmosphere, he 
joked that the issue of intimacy 
— especially in a Christian University 
— is “not like talking about William 
the Conqueror.” Schat reminded 
the audience that most of our 
current perceptions of intimacy 
have been shaped by the “pagan 
culture that we live in,” and argued 
that our non-Christian, scientific 
worldview is breaking intimacy 
apart and destroying the institutions 
where intimacy used to be found: 
marriage, family and the church. 
He challenged the audience, as 
Christians, to resist this path and 
seek God's will for intimacy. 

The participants were given 
handouts with questions designed 
to probe the feelings of the panel 
members in discovering and 
revealing their concepts of intimacy. 
Questions included: “What is 
intimacy? Is it sexuality? How are 
they connected?” “Does intimacy 
look/feel different now than when 
you were first married?” and “What 
does intimacy look like in a dating 
relationship?” The panel of couples 
was composed of Professor Byl and 
his wife of 28 years, Catherine By]; 
Chris and Sharon Scotsman (married 
for 11 years); and Maria Dekker and 
her boyfriend of three years, Stephen 
Vanderklippe. 

To the first question, Professor 
and Mrs, Byl related their idea 
of intimacy as a “level of mutual 
openness and vulnerability to each 
other’s pleasure” which involves 
the whole person, It is the exploring 
of the other person for his or her 
happiness — physically, spiritually, 
socially and intellectually. They both 


Jubilee 2004 Offers Direction for Students 


Seminars, worship, 
and fellowship, with 
a free ride from 
Student Life 


BY CHRISTA HESSELINK 


“Where are you going with your 
life?” 


Quite a question, eh? Well, 
that’s the sort of stuff the annual 
Jubilee Conference is made _ of! 


Friday, February 27" to Sunday, 
February 29" (yep! it’s a leap year), 
you have the opportunity to join 
hundreds of university students 


from around North a difference 
America for Jubilee as a Christian 
2004 in Pittsburgh, ape university student, 
Pennsylvania. this could be a 
Sponsored by weekend — you'll 
the Coalition never forget, 

for Christian This year’s 
Outreach, the a, keynote speaker 
Jubilee Conference is Lakita Garth. 
is an annual event She is a_ social 
specifically designed commentator, 
to encourage media consultant 
university students and professional 
to make a difference entertainer based 
for the sake of the in Los Angeles, 
Kingdom. Through f UJ ea LEE California. She 


incredible speakers, 
entertainment, 
worship lead by James Ward, and 
a host of seminars about making 


has spoken to 
millions of young 
adults and older adults throughout 
the United States and internationally 


about issues such as race relations, 
politics, feminism, and AIDS. She 
is one of the country’s leading 
abstinence advocates. 

The trip is about 7 hours from 
Redeemer, and the cost to you is 
$150.00 USD (roughly $195 CDN 
today). Student Life will cover 
the transportation and the rest of 
the registration fee! This includes 
2 nights of accommodation at 
the downtown Pittsburgh Hilton 
Hotel Towers, and registration to 
the conference. It will be a great 
time! Check out the website at 
www.ccojubilee.org for more info. 

If you'd like a registration form 
or have any questions, drop by the 
Student Life Department soon! « * 


stated that openness and honesty in 
an intimate relationship are key, 
and that intimacy on all levels is 
enhanced by the freedom attained 
through God. The Scotsmans 
spoke of intimacy “getting better 
all the time,” and of the lifelong- 
process of learning and acquiring 
ever-deepening knowledge and 
understanding of your partner. As 
for what intimacy looks like in a 
God-centered dating relationship, 
Steve and Maria agreed that 
intimacy is a process of “continually 
getting to know one another” — that 
the motives behind their relationship 
are much less selfish now then in the 
beginning stages of that process, 
for the process of intimacy is the 
on-going transformation from 
selfishness to selflessness in all areas 
of the relationship. 

In the end, everyone left the 
session with a new desire to 
talk about this issue with others 
— especially other Christians. This 
was the intent of the organizers of 
the highly informative and enjoyable 
“How Good Does it Get?” series. 
Intimacy, in all its forms ,should be 
talked about in Christian circles far 
more than it is now. We've probably 
all taken — school-administered 
sex-ed classes, received “the talk” 
from stuttering parents and been 
filled with countless Hollywood 
representations. One of the quotes 
on our handouts said that “the 
full meaning of sex has little to do 
with the physical act, but rather 
involves the building of love, trust, 
commitment, faithfulness, and 
caring.” Another read: “our society 
has sacrificed personal responsibility 
for personal’ rights, —_ loving 
relationships for self-fulfillment, and 
intimacy for orgasms.” Dean Schat 
reminded students that the skewed 
view of love, intimacy, marriage 
and commitment fed to us by the 
Media and entertainment industries 
needs to be continually recognized 
by the Christian community. Then 
we may support one another and 
“grab hold of the things we find in 
scripture as to what proper intimate 
relationships should look like.” 

All types of human intimacy 
~ including the physical act of sex 
— were created by God and were, 
in their original state, perfect. We 
now live in a fallen world where 
what was once honourable and true 
has been tainted with our sin, As 
Christians called to live out Christ's 
mission and to embody the coming 
of God’s Kingdom on earth, we must 
reclaim intimacy for our Saviour and 
show the world what God-designed 
relationships were meant to be. « * 
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PoliSci Professor Picks Top Ten Political Leaders 


Ground-breaking 
lawmakers and 
governors top the 
list 


BY DR. DAVID T. KOYZIS 


This “top ten” list necessarily 
straddles the boundary between 
history and political science, so | 
suspect that my colleagues in the 
history department could just as 
easily write something similar. But 
here are my top ten political leaders 
of ali time. Five points should be 
made before I begin. First, I have 
largely excluded conquerors, such 
as Alexander and Napoleon, since 
the mere ability to bring territory 
under one’s control says nothing 
about ability to govern. Second, | 
have excluded biblical rulers such 
as Solomon and Hezekiah, who are 
already familiar to readers. Third, I 
do not necessarily wholly approve 
of all of these, particularly regarding 
methods. Fourth, these are listed 
in chronological order, not in order 
of importance. Fifth, while some 
of these leaders decisively piloted 
their people through the shoals 
of war and adversity, others were 
particularly adept at conciliating 
the ordinary human diversity within 
their realms. 


I. Hammurabi (died c.1750 BC); 
The greatest ruler in the first 


Babylonian kingdom, Hammurabi 
established the first known legal 
code in human history. He was an 


BY MARLENE POWER 


November... 23) os was..: “Stir 
up Sunday” — the day when, 
according to Anglican tradition, 
all housewives are reminded by 
the Collect, a prayer based on the 
scripture readings of the day, to go 
home and stir up their Christmas 
puddings. The Collect begins with 
“Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, 
the wills of thy faithful people....” 
It's a wake up call for this Advent 
season, which began on Sunday. As 
I squirmed in my pew, realizing that 
I hadn’t even bought the ingredients 
yet, I had to remind myself that 


administrator 
and 


capable 
diplomatic 


unusually 
who combined 
military skills. 


Il. Justinian the Great (AD 483- 
565): Eastern Roman Emperor 
from 527, Justinian reigned 
from Constantinople. He is best 
remembered for having drafted a 
code of law in 529 that would come 
to have a widespread influence on 
the legal systems of continental 
Europe, His conquests very nearly 
returned the Empire to its former 
territorial size, including parts 
of Italy, Spain and North Africa, 
Unfortunately, these conquests 
exhausted his resources and after 
his death, his dominions became 
increasingly vulnerable to outsiders. 


II. Charles V (1500-1558): King of 
Spain from 1516 and Holy Roman 
Emperor from 1519, Charles came 
close to uniting Europe under the 
rule of his Habsburg dynasty. At its 
height, his far-flung empire included 
not only Spain, but also southern 
Italy, Austria, much of Hungary, 
the Low Countries and Spanish 
America. Moreover, the Holy 
Roman Empire included a huge 
swath of central Europe from the 
Baltic and North Seas into northern 
Italy and the Mediterranean. Charles 
faced huge obstacles in keeping his 
dominions united, including the 
Ottoman Turkish threat, the rise of 
Protestantism, and quarrels within 
his own family. At the end of his life 
he divided his realms to keep peace 
in the family. 


IV. Elizabeth I (1533-1603): Queen 
of England from 1558, Elizabeth 


Advent is really not intended to 
be just another bunch of things to 


«do in am already frenzy-packed . 


Christmas schedule. 

Advent means “coming,” and 
traditionally Christians have taken 
the four weeks before Christmas to 
prepare themselves to celebrate the 
coming, of Christ to this world. This 
year | am going to try once again 
to see Advent as an opportunity 
to cut through the clutter and to 
do some inward housecleaning. 
The Christmas season being the 
busiest time of the year for me, I 
have to consciously make space in 
my day to reflect on how Christ is 
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was skilled in her understanding 
of politics. Although she believed 
in monarchical supremacy, she 
carefully avoided antagonizing 
Parliament, unlike her less-savvy 
Stuart successors. At a time when it 
was unusual for a woman to occupy 
a throne in her own , She spent 
much of her life both encouraging 
and fending off overseas suitors 
who might have ended England’s 


independence. Finally, — she 
attempted to m peace within 
the Church of land between 


those of more protestant leanings 
and those of more Catholic belief. 


V. Sir John A. Macdonald (1815- 
1891); A father of confederation 
and Canada’s first prime minister, 
Macdonald was a great leader who 
sought to build a new nation in the 
northern half of the North American 
continent, 
Although 

government 


of the serfs, the establishment of a 
system of local government in the 
rural regions, judicial reform and 
reform of the military. Tragically, 
he was assassinated by anarchists 
as he was on the verge of granting 


a constitution to his people. Even 
more tragically, his successors 


abandoned reform and embraced 
reaction, thus paving the way for 
revolution and three-quarters of a 
century of totalitarianism. 


Vil. Abraham Kuyper = (1837- 
1920): You didn’t think I’d leave 
out Kuyper, did you? Kuyper was 
the towering figure in nineteenth- 
century Netherlands, founding 
the Anti-Revolutionary Party, the 
Free University of Amsterdam, 
and the Reformed Churches in the 
Netherlands (Gereformeerde Kerken 
in Nederland), in addition to serving 

as prime minister 

from 1901 to 1905. 


Virtually alone among 


was plagued by his fellow members of VIII. Winston 
scandal and : = j Churchill (1874- 
himself had a Parliament, Churchill — i965): British 
hs understood the dangers Prime Minister 
reputation, from 1940 to 1945 
sosnisie tc he of appeasing a totalitarian saci WN dean 
willingness both leader with expansionist from 1951 to 
to compromise aspirations. 1955, Churchill 
with colleagues led the British 
and to push ahead people through 


with his own ventures for the sake 
of securing the well being of the new 
dominion. 


VI. Alexander II (1818-1881, Tsar 
from 1855): The so-called “Liberator 
Tsar” of Rua Alexander enacted 
a number of necessary and overdue 
reforms, inclu 


ne through his word. 


coming to— 

As well, I meditate on the many 
ways He co 
people I | e situations | 
find my Collect for the 
second § 

in Advent 


with 


caused all Holy 
Scriptures to be 


learning: Grant 
that we may i 
such wise hear 
them, read, 
mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest 
them....” How can I do that on the 
run? 

Of course, I could do worse. I 
do try to emphasize “the reason for 
the season.” In our family we keep 
Santa in his place, on St. Nicholas 
Day. But there’s still always so 
much to do. I have nativity-scene 
Christmas cards to write, cookies to 
bake (using the star shaped cookie 
cutters instead of those secular 
snowflake ones, of course), an angel 
Gabriel costume to make for the 
Sunday School pa t, and, as 
always, the traditic 
carols to practice. 
that I adore this ti 
I love each and eve 
activities so much that] 
want to cut any out. 
they can, and do, crow 
limiting the time I have 
and wait. If I’m Christmas 
shopping the night or at one 
of the many concerts or parties we 
attend as a family, my ds are all 
the more droopy the nt morning 
during my “quiet time.” I really do 
have to consciously create the space 
to stop and wait quietly for Him. 


don’t really 
However, 
lin on me, 
ust to listen 


candles, 


in Advent: 


penitence, p 
anticipation, 


the Christ cand in 
the middle which we 
light on Christmas day, 
the circular wreath 


of evergreens which 
symbolize eternity, and 


ee During the coming Advent 
Lord, who has and Christmas seasons 
we must recognize the 
written for our Urgent need to clear away 
the clutter, and to cleanse 
the temple, in order to 
commune with God. 


the darkest days of the Second 
World War, when the country was 
in a battle for its very existence 
against Nazi Germany. Virtually 
alone among his fellow members 
of parliament, he understood the 
dangers of appeasing a totalitarian 
leader with expansionist aspirations. 
During his long life, he helped not 


the red berries of the holly as the 
blood of Christ. We light one more 
candle each week during family 
prayers, and the anticipation grows 
as the light grows. What a lovely 
symbol of Christ, 
our light, just 
when the nights 
are longest and 


the days are 
darkest. 

When our 
children were 
younger, we 


would daily open 
another window 
on our Advent 
Calendar, which 
gradually took us through the 
sequence of events leading up to 
the nativity. We would also take out 
our créche and enjoy listening to the 
children act out the story. When 
Emily was three, I can remember 
her playing with Santa and his 
reindeer up on the roof of the 
stable, scolding “bad King Harold” 
for wanting to kill the baby Jesus. 
In the last couple of years we've 
started using a Jesse Tree, which 
is like a family tree for Jesus, who 
was in the line of Jesse, the father 
of King David. There are symbols 
for each day, corresponding to Old 
Testament characters or events 
that foreshadowed the coming of 
the Messiah, I find it fascinating 
to hear our children’s responses 
to the question “How does this 
story remind you of Jesus?” In 
our culture of instant gratification, 
it’s good to reflect on the fact that 


only to build the British Empire at 
the end of the nineteenth century, 
but presided reluctantly over the 
beginning, of its dissolution more 
than half a century later. 


IX. Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882- 
1945): US President from 1933 
until his death, Roosevelt was one 
of the great chief executives in his 
country’s history. He led his people 
through the worst of the Great 
Depression, inaugurating his New 
Deal programmes to help alleviate 
the widespread poverty left in its 
wake. After 1941, he fought a two- 
front war against both Germany and 
Japan, helping to turn the tide for the 
beleaguered Western allies. On the 
personal front, he fought a private 
battle against the effects of polio, 
carefully concealing from the public 
his inability to walk. 


X. Charles de Gaulle (1890-1970): 
The revered leader of the Free 
French during the Second World 
War, he brought an unprecedented 
political stability to his native France 
- something that had eluded it 
since the revolution of 1789. After 
the disastrous years of the Fourth 
Republic between 1946 and 1958, 
de Gaulle established the Fifth 
Republic in the latter year. Although 
he was a thorn in the flesh to the 
United States, Great Britain and 
Canada (“Vive le Québec libre!”’), his 
hybrid _presidential-parliamentary 
system has endured for nearly half a 
century. 


the Meaning of Advent 


God’s people waited for hundreds 
of years with only hints of what was 
to come, as the story of Salvation 
gradually unfolded. 

While the main focus of Advent 
is Christ's first coming, we are also 
reminded of the second Advent, 
when Christ will return in glory to 
judge the world. As John the Baptist 
cried out to prepare the way for the 
Lord's first coming, we are to follow 
his example “by turning the hearts 
of the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just, that at thy second coming 
to judge the world we may be 
found an acceptable people in thy 
sight” (from the Collect for the 
Third Sunday in Advent). Indeed, 
we must repent and turn from the 
sin that so easily entangles us at this 
time of year, with all the passionate 
urgency of John the _ Baptist, 
remembering also the zealous anger 
of Christ as he cleansed the temple. 
We are temples of the Holy Spirit, 
and temples are meant to be holy 
places for communion with God. 

During the coming Advent 
and Christmas seasons we must 
recognize the urgent need to clear 
away the clutter, and to cleanse the 
temple, in order to commune with 
God. Advent provides us with 
opportunities to wait on God, to 
listen for His still, small voice as He 
comes to us in new and unexpected 
ways. «?” 


Crown 


www. thecrown.ca 


Payton’s Message Hits Home 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


Professor Payton closed with 
a profound message given in five 
points. First, seek integrity. Do 
everything for Christ and remain 
faithful to Him, Second, go out 
and explore. Sure, maybe to other 
countries, but also explore your 
calling in marriage or your career. 
Third, don’t be afraid of failure. 
Every successful person has failed 
somewhere along the line. If we 
keep trying, we will eventually 
succeed. Fourth, give of yourself 
fully. God requires everything from 
us. We should put all of our effort 
into everything that we do. When we 
apply ourselves, we will find success, 
And lastly, open yourself fully to 


love. God commands that we love 
him with our heart, soul and mind. 
We are also to love our neighbours. 
When we open ourselves to love, we 
can better understand God's love for 
us. 

Professor Payton gave the 
audience numerous words of 
advice on how to live life and reach 
our potential. I will share these: 
“Don’t follow where the path may 
lead; instead, go where there is no 
path and leave a trail.” Professor 
Payton has obviously taken this 
to heart while at Redeemer. His 
devotion to his work and to his 
faith has definitely made Redeemer 
University College a better place. « * 
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Haroun Shines on Mainstage 


Fanciful and fun 
story entertains 
crowds 


BY AMY BINDER 


Once upon a_ time, Rashid 
Kalifah’s (played by Hadi Faragalla) 
stories stopped. His wife Soraya 
(Heba Botros) had left him, and the 
people in the town where he lived 
had forgotten the town’s name. He 
was to speak at an electoral rally 
for Snooty Buttoo, a not-so-well- 
liked politician who was banking 
on Rashid’s storytelling abilities to 
win over the affection of the voters. 
He needed to regain his stories, so 
he and his son, Haroun, set out on 
an incredible journey to the lands of 
Gup and Chup to recapture them. 
Along the way they meet a large 
mechanical bird called a Hoopoe 
(Michelle Van Harten), a water 
genie, an army of shadows, rhyming 
fish, a walrus dressed like Santa 
Claus, an ugly princess, and an army 
of literature. East meets West, reality 
is skewed, and the day is saved by 
an unlikely hero. This wonderful 
adaptation of Salman Rushdie’s 
Haroun and the Sea of Stories has been 
brought to life in Redeemer’s fall 
mainstage production. 

Haroun, portrayed by a wide- 
eyed and boyishly endearing David 
Fitzgibbon, is the central character in 
this story. He undergoes a journey 
into a fantastic world of stories. 


Befriending a water genie named Iff 
(played by last-minute replacement 
Danielle Langendoen), Haroun 
makes friends with a girl named 
Blabbermouth (Amyann Faul) in 
the army of Prince Bolo (Natasha 
Dean). He, with the help of Deanna 
Richard’s Mali, prevents the evil 
Khattam Shud (Walter Miedema) 
from plugging up the spring of 
stories that feeds the Sea. He does 
this by bringing light into Khattam 
Shud’s dark world of Chup. With the 
spring providing pure, new stories, 
the pollution that had been created 
by Khattam Shud and his army 
of zipped-lipped shadows would 
be done away with, and the water 
would soon flow cleanly. Old stories 
would be refreshed, and new stories 
would be created. 

In the meantime, Prince Bolo 
and Kitab (Stephanie Elgersma), 
the general who leads the army of 
pages (literal pages, that is - this is a 
world of stories where the pen truly 
is mightier than the sword) have 
entered Chup to retrieve the Prince’s 
fiancee, Princess Batcheat (Crystal 
Bootsma), from the Chupwala 
army. In Chup they find Mudra, 
(played by Laurie Brace), Chup’s 
strongest fighter, who has defected 
from the army because he no longer 
agrees with the way Khattam Shud 
is running the place. Mudra helps 
Bolo, Kitab, and the army of pages 
to erase the Chupwala army. This 
battle is very well-portrayed - Bolo’s 
army is dressed in hats shaped like 
books and uniforms that resemble 
some of the most famous pieces of 


literature (slightly modified - Bolo 
and Juliet and Bolo and the Forty 


Nights, example) and have 
pencils eapons. The Union of 
the Zip ips army is dressed in 


black with large erasers for shields. 
This wo well on stage - the 
irs of the Gupwala army 


black of the | 
mtrast between light and 
dark is not only seen in the uniforms 
of the Gup City is always 

nt, while Chup City is in 
arkness. The lighting 
plays up this balance - bright blues, 
yellows, and greens are shone on 
the stage while Haroun and the rest 
of his friends are in Gup, and dark 
reds and blues barely illuminate the 


set while is the main center 
of action. Occasionally this posed 
a problem, as Khattam Shud’s face 


was already fairly obscured by a 
large hat, td ts stage was dark. 
However, since most of the action 
takes place in and on the way to, 
Gup, the dark moments were far 
outweighed by the light ones. 
Haroun an bd Sea of Stories is a 
delightful tale, full of imagination 
and wonder. The amount of magic 
and mystery conjured up in the 
telling of this story was remarkable. 
The actors filled their roles very 
capably, and the story flowed like a 
sea should. Haroun is an engaging 
tale of the importance of wishing, 
the strength of story, the unity 
of friendship, and the power of 
imagination. Fanciful and fun, with 
a happy ending, Haroun shines. « ” 


Disney Digs Itself Out of 


Film hailed as 
departure from 
“usual false 
sentimentality” 


BY RICH GREYDANUS 


Children’s literature has the ability 
to straddle generations. While you 
would be hard-pressed to find a ten 
year-old who has read the works of 
Sartre, it is not all that difficult to find 
an adult returning to a childhood 
favourite. For many, these stories are 
a point of departure into the wide, 
wide world of literature. 

As Disney's recent movie version 
of Louis Sachar’s Holes illustrates, 
the same is true of films aimed at 
younger audiences. Young and old 
alike can appreciate the twists and 


NOTABLE QUOTABLES 


“Sometimes I find I’m talking to a girl, and I realize 
she’s totally bored with me. I think most guys have this 
problem.” - Dave Vlasblom 


“I’m making the galaxy a better place, one storm trooper 
at a time.” - Sam Frisk 


“No, you do not step on other people’s pants and keep 
them around their ankles as a sign of respect!” 
- Rob Joustra 


“Going to the Elysian fields with the Greeks would be 
like going to Holland or something.” - Chris Crookall 


On Spreadsheet bugs in OpenOffice vs. Microsoft Office: 
“I'd rather get crap for free than crap for $500.” 
- Kevin VandenBreemen 


Referring to his now infamous controversial tie: “This 
is not a picture of Marilyn Monroe. This is a picture of 
Gene Haas cleverly disguised as Marilyn Monroe.” 

- Dr, Plantinga 


“I’m not sure how they say ‘egg’ in the South, but they 
always use more syllables...maybe like ‘little dead 
chicken.’” - Dr. Teeuwsen 


“If you run out of things to say, pretend you're in a play. 
Inventez\” - Dr. Dent 

“Can we pretend we’re in an English play?” 

- David Kiers 


turns of a story set in a world that 
only a wonderfully-free imagination 
can fully appreciate. 

Who believes in curses? Stanley 
Yelnats sure . doesn’t, though 
considering his streak of bad luck he 
would do well to reconsider. Family 
tradition has it that a curse fell upon 
Stanley’s no-good-dirty-rotten-pig- 
stealing great-great-grandfather, who 
brought the wrath of an old gypsy on 
his sons, and their sons, and finally 
upon poor Stanley. 

So Stanley finds himself at Camp 
Green Lake, a juvenile offenders’ 
detention center whose only walls 
are the vast expanses of Texas desert. 

There are no happy campers at 
Camp Green Lake, a place that fails to 
live up to its name. There was a lake, 
once upon a time, but it has dried up. 
And nothing there is green. Now, 
deadly yellow-spotted lizards crawl 
along the desert floor and buzzards 


wheel around 
a meal. 


philosophy about: 
who disobey the law : 
a bad boy; make hited 
day in the hot sun; it t 
a good boy.” The process is simple. 
n of a stay at 
the camp, a boy will dig one hole, five 
feet wide and five feet dee 
will build character; and 
It does not take long! 
realize that more is goin 
Green Lake than charé 


that the mysterious Wa 
Mr. Sir are digging for something. 


As Stanley learms what that 
“something” is, h © finds clues 
about his past. pair of old 
sneakers that quite literally fell out of 


the sky onto his head and landed on 
him at Camp Gr ke in the first 
place appeared to be an extension of 


his great-great dfather’s curse. 
e falling shoes 
a freak accident, 


Though he thou 

were nothing but é 

keeping them got him arrested for 
theft. How was to know they 
were stolen? Heaven seems not to 
care, But, then, what seems may not 


always be the case, All things happen 
for a reason. “ 
Disney faced the filmmaker’s 


recurring difficulty of honouring 
the text of the book while adapting 


it to the big screen. Equally difficult 


BY DR. TIMOTHY EPP, 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF 
SOCIOLOGY 


Sometimes you don’t even have 
to leave the comfort of your own 
living room to catch the best music. 
Austin City Limits is a legendary 
TV show now in its 29th season, 
and can be found on WNED 
(Buffalo) on Fridays at 11:30pm 
(this changes sometimes, so check 
TV listings). This show features 
many of the artists found in Paste 
Magazine. 

Upcoming television concerts: 
Dec. 5, Robert Earl Keen/Charlie 
Robison; Dec.12, String Cheese 
Incident;Dec.19, DelMcCoury Band. 
Also check out Mountain Stage, 
which immediately follows Austin 
City Limits on WNED. Mountain 
Stage is broadcast from Virginia, 
and has featured artists such as Los 
Lobos, Bruce Cockburn, Stephen 
Fearing, and more. 

Stage Concerts: For the more 
adventurous souls who dare to 
leave the living room, Canada has 
no shortage of amazing talent! 
Here are a few of the top musicians 
coming to Hamilton and nearby 
Stratford in the coming weeks. 

Blackie & the Rodeo Kings, Nov. 
28 and 29, the Casbah, Hamilton: 
Advertised in Paste Magazine (see 
Student Life), Blackie & the Rodeo 
Kings include some of Canada’s 
top folk musicians: Colin Linden, 
Stephen Fearing and Hamilton’s 


is making a live-action kid's flick 
that can compete with the likes of 
Shrek, Toy Story, and Monster's Inc. 
For the most part they have done 
an extremely good job with their 
rendering of Holes. 

The very way the story of Holes 
is presented makes it difficult to 
transpose onto the screen. The stories 
of Stanley's great-great-grandfather 
falling under a curse and the taboo 
love between a white schoolteacher 
and a black onion-seller, which are 
connected in a most convoluted 
fashion, exist in dialogue with the 
story of Stanely’s stay at Camp Green 
Lake. This Sachar did masterfully 
in the book. However, the film’s 
director, Andrew Davis (better 
known for being the director of 
Harrison Ford’s The Fugitive), was 
forced to work within a very short 
period of time and has hurried some 
of that plot development. 

An example of this is found in the 
character of Barf-bag, the boy who 
Stanley replaced at Camp Green 
Lake, He sticks out like a sore thumb 
in the film, Where did he come from? 
Where did he go? Only someone who 
has read the book would be able to 
weave the hints Davis drops together 
into a pattern that makes sense. 

Disney has also left the safety 
of sentimentality by transposing 


Greater Hamilton 
Concert Calendar 


As Christians, we are called to be in the world but not of it, 
discerning the spirits that inform every aspect of our lives. This column 
provides recommendations for life-affirming live music in the Hamilton 
area, in an invitation to each of us to engage responsibly in this process 
of cultural discernment. 


own Tom Wilson. Colin Linden 
has a long history of working with 
Bruce Cockburn, as well as with 
T-Bone Burnett and Sam Phillips. 
Following his muse, Howlin’ Wolf, 
Linden is a virtuoso on blues guitar 
and his own releases are songs of 
life and faith. Stephen Fearing is 
another top-notch folk musician 
from nearby Guelph who has also 
worked with Cockburn. As Blackie 
& the Rodeo Kings, these three 
are an amazing trio performing 
electrifying folk music. 

Natalie McMaster, Jan. 16 and 
17, Stratford Festival Theatre: 
Another artist advertised in Paste, 
Natalie is one of Canada’s top 
fiddlers, hailing from Cape Breton. 
She has received the East Coast 
Music Award and was named as the 
Fiddler of the Year by the Canadian 
Country Music Association. Natalie 
McMaster has worked with The 
Chieftains and with Rawlins Cross. 
Blue Rodeo, Jan. 16 and 17, 
Stratford Festival Theatre: The 
legends of Canadian alt-country, 
Blue Rodeo, mix songs of social 
commentary with great harmonies 
and great musicianship. 

Don’t forget these upcoming 


events, featured in previous 
columns: 
Lisa Winn, Dec. 5, Staircase 


Theatre, Hamilton. 

Steve Sinnicks, Dec. 19, The 
Winking Judge, Hamilton. 

Bruce Springsteen, Dec 5, Air 
Canada Centre, Toronto. 


sinister villains in kids’ films from the 
relatively harmless cartoon characters 
onto live actors. Cartoon villains are 
removed from reality; their effect 
is of a different sort altogether. The 
stark portrayal of the characters 
of the Warden and Mr. Sir as cruel 
slave-drivers leaves viewers with a 
different impression than the do the 
slave-drivers found in Dreamworks 
Pictures’ Prince of Egypt. 

Despite these considerations, 
this is a refreshing move away from 
Disney’s usual false sentimentality. 
Taken from the context of Sachar’s 
story itself, it is also an appropriate 
one. Holes is a story of redemption, of 
the strength of the human heart in the 
face of adversity, and of unbelievable 
coincidence, pointing us to the Hand 
of God working in and through 
the entire narrative. One can only 
imagine what the end product would 
have looked like had the director 
attempted to soften the portrayal of 
Sachar’s exaggerated world. 

Both the film adaptation and the 
book remain children’s stories set in a 
world contrived of the unbelievable. 
They will please the imagination of 
both children and adults. Those of 
us who have gone beyond childhood 
need to return every once and a while 
to taste the flights and fancies of a 
child’s imagination, « * 


Thresh Recommends: Lucerin Blue 


Tales of the Knife 
strikes an audience 
unaware 


BY ALAINA FRANKRUYTER 


Lucerin Blues album “Tales 
From a Knife,” eleven momentous 
tracks, driven by heavy melodic 
vocal strands, is permeated by an 
impressive rock musicality, The 
combination of Justin Morgan’‘s 
striking vocals - the Chino Moreno- 
esque scream-singing ~ and hard 
guitar riffs, solid percussion and 
minor background key melodies 
creates an impressive sonic 
kaleidoscope, The songs could 
easily blend in with the secular rock 
music heard on the radio. Indeed, 
Lucerin Blue has a radio vibe, with 


song titles such as “Man Made 
Weapon,” “Superstar,” and “Off the 
Mark.” 

More importantly however, 
the Christian background of the 
members results in lyrics like these: 
“The brilliance of your face/Are not 
the desires I had in mind/To think | 
was so off the mark/To think I 
was so far behind from where 
you wanted me to be.” In the 
end, neither the music nor 
the lyrics are compromised. 
It is by masquerading as a i 
“secular” band, but backed |. 
by Christian members, that 
Lucerin Blue’s music and lyrics 
gain more depth. Indeed, they 
avoid the kitsch that used to 
be popular in the Christian 
music circuit, in which music 5 
quality was ignored and the 
only requirement was a good 
Christian message. However, 


Lucerin Blue’s lyrics are not even 
overtly Christian. Lucerin Blue 
leaves the listener satisfied with 
its rock quality, while unwittingly 
pondering the meaning of the 


lyrics, unaware of their spiritual 
background and significance from a 
Christian standpoint. « 
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Dr. Byl hosts 
colloquium on 

intensity and 
respect in sport 


BY JEFF SIEGER 


What's wrong with a Christian 
being competitive? According 
to Dr. John Byl and a majority of 
those attending his colloquium, 
absolutely nothing. Dr. Byl hosted 
the discussion on November 3 to 
talk about a book he is writing and 
editing along with Rodger Oswald 
(a teacher at a Christian University 
in California) and Greg Linville, 
Executive Director of the Church 
Sport and Recreation Ministers 
Association. This book is about 
godly competition in athletic play 


SPORTS 


Christians in Competition: A Delicate Balance 


and contests, and about how we as 
Christians should act while we play 
sports, 

Dr. Byl was pleased with the 
progress made at the colloquium 
and his role in it, particularly in 


is quite controversial.” 

Two main topics were discussed 
during the colloquium. One was 
whether or not it is “Christian-like” 
to be competitive, and the other was 
how a Christian should act during 


light of his competition. — Dr. 
recent struggles Intensity doesn’t mean — By! ; pede 
after a bikin ; argue that not 
accident this i that you have to kick pe is it good for 
summer. “I said the basketball across Christians to be 
what I wanted the gym or curse under competitive, butthat 


to say which, 


competitiveness 


considering your breath because you is part of God's 
my injury, | let a goal in. creation. To 
was happy to illustrate this idea, 


be able to do,” 

he commented afterwards. The 
group that attended the colloquium 
was a healthy mix of students and 
profs, presenting various different 
opinions. Dr. Goheen, one of the 
professors in attendance, noted that 
the colloquium “stimulated good 
conversation because the topic itself 


he told the story of 
Eve sitting at a pond, tossing rocks 
into it. She soon realizes that she can 
skip rocks across the water, and that 
some rocks work better than others. 
Later when Adam comes along and 
sees her doing this, he joins in. Soon, 
they start competing to see who can 
skip it the most and the farthest. The 


image of Adam and Eve playfully 
joking about their competition’s rock- 
skipping abilities (or lack thereof) is 
a pleasant one. This is competition in 
a pure, creational form. 
Unfortunately, many Christians 
today compete at a different level. 
Fans see outbursts on the field 
or the court, both in games and 
in practice, and think that it is all 
part of the intensity of the game. 
However, intensity doesn’t mean 
that you have to kick the basketball 
across the gym or curse under your 
breath because you let a goal in. 
Dr. Byl believes that two Christian 
teams can compete against each 
other with passion, and still do so 
in a Christian manner. “Christians 
can compete at a very intense level 
and at a very playful level. I don’t 
think the type of competition would 
make any difference. Two Christians 
teams can compete with all they’re 
worth and do it very well and very 


respectfully.” 

This is illustrated by Redeemer’s 
own sports teams. Josiah Bokma, 
who plays on the Men’s Club 
Basketball team, says that he does 
notice a lack of trash talking from 
the Christian colleges. “There’s very 
little, if there’s any. Against Heritage 
and Emmanuel there was none, only 
a tiny bit against Tyndale.” 

“It’s not a matter of Christians to 
stop competing with intensity, that’s 
not the issue. It’s when the intensity 
becomes abused. You can compete 
very hard and love your neighbour 
at the same time, and find joy in 
competition,” says Dr. Goheen. This 
seems to sum up the general feelings 
of many who were at the colloquium, 
professors and students alike. So 
next time you're playing football, 
remember that it’s okay to make the 
big hit on your opponent —just make 
sure you help him up afterwards! « * 


Cross-Country Success Reaches Beyond the Trails 


Teammates glorify 
God through 
encouragement and 
development 


BY JAKOB VAN DORP 
Redeemer’s Cross-Country 
Team concluded an_ exciting 
College Cross-Country running 
season on November 8, competing 
in the Canadian Colleges 
Athletic Association’s National 


Championships. The event, hosted 
by St. Clair College, drew 76 male and 
60 female runners, primarily from 
Ontario and Alberta. Redeemer’s 
team consisted of Elissa Wildeboer, 
Rachel Rauwerda, Jessica Lise, Jakob 
Van Dorp, Joseph Groeneveld, and 


Steven Veldkamp. 

In the women’s 5km event, Elissa 
stayed near the lead group for most 
of the race, finishing 12th in 20:47 
and setting a new personal best by 
2 minutes on the hill-filled course. 
Rachel finished 19th in 21:45, and 
Jessica -- in her second race ever - 
- was 41st with a time of 24:41. In 
the male category, Jakob finished 
the Men’s 8km race in 27 minutes, 
38 seconds, earning him 4th place. 
Joe was 17th with a time of 28: 
53, and Steve was 61st in 35:36, an 
improvement of several minutes 
over the course. Jakob, Elissa, and 
Rachel were also members of the 
All-Ontario team, having finished 
2nd and 3rd respectively at the 
OCAA Provincials on October 25th. 

“It was a great end to a wonderful 
season,” Elissa said, “I’m really glad 


that we had the opportunity to do 
this.” This was Redeemer’s first 
venture into Cross Country Running 
since 1989, and the successes are 
encouraging 

The blessings were not only 
evident in the final race of the season; 


an incredible team can help you 
accomplish.” 

“The sense of community that 
we developed with all the runners 
was very positive,” Joe noted. “The 
support from the other competitors 
was so helpful, especially when 


Wildeboer won running these 
the St. Clair Each race is a struggle difficult courses. 
Invitational on I am_ really 


September 27, and 
Steve Veldkamp, 
in his first year 
of running, 
improved his time 
by 8 minutes over 
the St. Lawrence 
course in Brockville between Sept. 
20 and Oct. 25. “When we started 
in September, I could barely run 
for 15 minutes,” Steve said. “It’s 
amazing what *running with such 
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with trials and 
temptations, a fight 
against complacency, 
selfishness, and fatigue. 


proud of the effort 
that everyone put 
into this — we really 
are the juniors 
here,” said Rachel. 
“Many of the 
runners are older 
and more experienced, but they gave 
us tons of encouragement.” 

Our team’s first mission is to 
glorify God, each member competing 
to the best of their ability and for 


God’s glory. We seek to enjoy fun 
and fellowship through physical 
activity, and to encourage each other 
to work toward individual goals. 
Being primarily an individual sport, 
teamwork in this sport consists 
mainly of encouraging each other 
and training as a team. This mission is 
really foundational to our existence, 
and so fundamental to the Christian 
identity that defines who we are 
as athletes. Each race is a struggle 
with trials and temptations, a fight 
against complacency, selfishness, 
and fatigue. These battles have 
helped each of us to grow in our 
faith and to serve as witnesses to 
those around us. 

The team’s training program 
called for a two week recovery from 
the season, and they are now starting 
to prepare for next season. « * 
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